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Furious Men’s Basketball Rally Falls Short
at ULM
The Eagles cap the regular season at UL Lafayette Saturday.
MONROE, La. – Justin Roberson scored 18 points, and ULM shot 54 percent to hold off
Georgia Southern, 83-76, in Sun Belt Conference men's basketball action at Fant-Ewing
Coliseum Thursday night.
Mike Hughes matched his career high with 24 points for Georgia Southern (14-15, 109), while Tookie Brown tallied 17 points and five assists. Ike Smith collected 14 points
and six rebounds, and Jake Allsmiller netted 12.
Roberson was 7 of 12 from the floor for ULM (18-12, 14-5), and Majok Deng added 16
points, 11 rebounds, three assists and three blocked shots. DeMondre Harvey
contributed 16 points, 10 rebounds and three assists.

Trailing by 17 points with four minutes left, the Eagles used a 14-2 run to trim the
margin to 76-71. Hughes scored the last seven points of the run, while Smith netted four
and Allsmiller nailed a 3-pointer. After Brown and Roberson traded fast-break layups,
Nick Coppola scored a layup after breaking the press with 1:22 left to push the margin
to seven.
Hughes' triple try rimmed out with 50 seconds left, and the Eagles were forced to foul.
Coppola and Deng combined to make 3 of 4 from the free-throw line to seal the win.
The story
Georgia Southern struggled out of the gates and made just one of their first 14 shots
while ULM built a 20-4 lead. The Eagles trailed 29-13 late in the half but outscored ULM
15-4 over the final six minutes of the frame. Brown hit a pair of triples, and Hughes got
an off-balanced 3-pointer to go down just before the buzzer as Georgia Southern trailed
33-28 at the intermission.
Harvey scored four points in a 10-2 ULM run to open the second half, and a dunk in
transition by Deng gave the Warhawks a 13-point cushion. Georgia Southern worked
the margin down to nine points a few times, but Harvey scored six points in a 9-0 ULM
spurt that opened a 63-45 advantage with 8:35 to play.
Quotables from head coach Mark Byington
"The first five minutes of the first half and the first five minutes of the second half, we
just lacked focus, and they went on big runs. We missed some shots early, and I think
that got us down and that translated to us not playing defense the way we're supposed
to. The last 15 minutes of the first and the last 15 of the second, we competed pretty
well."
"I was disappointed because I thought our attention to our defensive intensity was really
good going into the game. Then we got to the game, and we just had mental lapses that
let guys get open. And we have to finish better around the rim. Early on, I thought we
had two or three pretty easy shots around the rim that we just didn't make."
"We got it down to five with a two minutes left, and I just didn't have any timeouts left. I
wish I would have had one more just to let them know where they were into the game.
Just let them understand, we're down five with two minutes to go; we just need to get
two stops."
Next Up
The Eagles cap the regular season with a contest at UL Lafayette Saturday. Tipoff is set
for 8:15 p.m. ET. The Eagles can still finish as high as fourth and as low as sixth in the
Sun Belt standings.
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its
official website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels

facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles
and Android app Eagles GATA. For tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events, visit
GSEagles.com/tickets.
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